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Table 2. Attitudes toward research activities involving human embryo cultures

Beyond 14 days

Researchers (n = 535)

The public (n = 3,000)

n % n %
Agree® 247 46.2 1,137 37.9
Disagree® 131 24.5 576 19.2

Within 14 days

Researchers who disagreed with beyond 14 days (n = 131)

The public who disagreed with beyond 14 days (n = 576)

n % n %
Agree® 51 38.9 152 26.4
Cannot judge 29 22.1 124 21.5
Disagree” 51 38.9 300 52.1

Hideki Yui, et al., Survey of Japanese researchers and the public regarding the culture of human embryos in vitro beyond 14 days, Stem Cell Reports, Volume 18, Issue

4, 2023, Pages 799-806, E
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But Brison stressed the importance of engaging with public opinion, noting the 14-day rule was
introduced in the 1980s because itis the pointin human development when individual identity
is assumed because the embryo can no longer splitinto twins.

“As scientists it is essential that we are seen not to be changing this rule simply because we now
have the technical ability to work beyond 14 days, but instead because we can demonstrate that
the public support the aims of the research,” he said. “Without this clear public backing, we risk
being accused of changing the rules out of expediency.”

Nicola Davis. Time limit on lab-grown human embryos is relaxed by experts. The Guardian. 26 May 2021
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/may/26/time-limit-on-lab-grown-human-embryos-is-relaxed-by-experts
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What is an embryo? Scientists say
definition needs to change

archers say.

By Philip Ball
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