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Country Reports

SINGAPORE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

CHONG Yeh Woei*1

Overview

x SMA membership; 52nd Council
x SMA activities

- Conventions & seminars
- Publications & new media
- Feedback—recognition of MCs by doctors

x International relations

Membership

x Total membership of the Singapore Medical 
Association represents 53.5% of all registered 
medical practitioners in Singapore

x Percentage of doctors who are SMA members 
has dropped to 60% and below in recent years, 
mainly due to the influx of foreign-trained doc-
tors which has increased the overall number of 
doctors in Singapore

Activities

Conventions & seminars
Talk by Medical Protection Society
x 26 June 2011: “Informed Consent—Where Are 

We Heading?”
SMA Annual Dinner 2011
x 14 May 2011
42nd SMA Medical Convention
x 20 August 2011: “Come Grow Old with Me: Suc- 

cessful and Active Ageing in the Community”
Medicine Debates 2011
x 13 August 2011: Motion—“Women are better 

off making lives than saving lives”
x Organised by SMA and the two local medical 

schools
SMA Lecture 2011
x 5 November 2011: “Medical Practice and the 

next ICE Age”
MPS Essential Risk Management Workshop 
Series
x Held throughout the year
x “Managing Adverse Outcomes”
x “Managing Difficult Interactions with Patients”
x “Mastering Professional Interactions”
x “Mastering Your Risk
AST Course on Medical Ethics, Professionalism 
& Health Law
x Held throughout the year
x Compulsory requirement for exit certification 

from specialist training

Publications & new media
Monthly publications
x Singapore Medical Journal
x SMA News
New media
x SMA on Facebook

Feedback—recognition of MCs by doctors
x 29 June 2011: Dr. Yik Keng Yeong wrote to the 

Straits Times, suggesting ways to reduce queues 
at polyclinics

x 9 July 2011: SMA suggested that Employ- 
ment Act should be reviewed and amended to 
recognise MCs issued by registered medical 
practitioners

International relations
x Member of MASEAN, CMAAO and WMA

*1 President, Singapore Medical Association, Singapore (sma@sma.org.sg).
This article is based on a presentation made as a Report of Activities of each NMA at the 27th CMAAO General Assembly, Taipei, Taiwan, 
R.O.C., on November 11, 2011.
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