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Suicide is a worldwide public health problem. 
The crude mortality rate of suicide in Taiwan  
increased from 10 per 100,000 in 1997 to 19.3 per 
100,000 in 2006, and strikingly increased by 23% 
from 2004 to 2005. For effective integration of the  
counter measures of suicide, the Taiwan Depart-
ment of Health assigned the Taiwan Association 
against Depression (2005 to 2008) and Taiwanese 
Society of suicidology (2009 to 2012) as the task-
force to set up the Taiwan Suicide Prevention 
Center (TSPC). The mission of the TSPC is suicide  
prevention and the facilitation of efficient related 
care delivery system networks nationwide. The 
Goals of TSPC included: (1) To conduct a pilot 
program in suicide prevention; (2) To establish  
a conceptual framework for suicide prevention 
in Taiwan; (3) To outline the priorities, aspects, 
topics and strategies of suicide prevention; (4) To 
set up a method for evaluating the programs in 
suicide prevention based on empirical evidence; 
(5) To guide suicide prevention and treatment 
onto a track where clients are considered the  
first priority, family a basic supporting unit, and 
community a solid foundation. The TSPC also 
standardized the National Suicide Surveillance 

System and organize community support net-
works. The Center provides continuous training 
and certification to strengthen the abilities of all 
individuals involved in dealing with depression 
and inter vention to prevent suicide attempts.  
The overall objective of the Program of National 
Suicide Prevention Center is to reduce the sui-
cide rate and improve the mental health of the 
entire com munity. Besides, the Department of 
Health also established a crisis hotline (0800-
788-995) for suicide prevention since 2006. All  
of the efforts made by the Center are intended 
to promote the core values of “Cherishing Life, 
Restoring Hope,” and that “Suicide Prevention is 
Everybody’s Responsibility.” In Taiwan, suicide 
had been one of the top ten causes of death for 
many years. In 2010, suicide fell to the 11th place 
and the crude mortality rate of suicide is 16.8 
people per 100,000 populations. Future national 
suicide prevention program in Taiwan will include  
indicative, selective and universal strategies. The 
TSPC will also cooperate with county/city autho-
rities of health and social welfare to launch local 
suicide prevention plan for further reduction of 
suicide deaths.
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