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Special Feature: The 28th CMAAO General Assembly & 49th Council Meeting

Symposium “Be Human Stop Child Abuse”

The Child Abuse Prevention Act of 1933 was  
repealed with the enactment of the Child Welfare  
Act of 1947 in Japan.

However, subsequently child abuse worsened  
and became a social problem. In response, the 
Child Abuse Prevention Law was enacted in 
2000 with the aims of encouraging measures to  
prevent child abuse and protecting the rights and  
interest of children.

Given these circumstances, the Japan Medical  
Association (JMA) published the Physicians’  
Manual for the Early Detection and Prevention 
of Child Abuse in July 2002, distributed it to  
all JMA members, and strove to promote it in  
an attempt to help medical institutions with the 
early detection of the signs of child abuse and to 
facilitate its prevention.

Recognizing that countermeasures to Japan’s  
falling birth rate would be one of the top priority 
issues in the 21st century, the JMA announced  
its Child Support Declaration in May 2006 with 
the aim of supporting the healthy growth of chil­
dren by promoting the development of medical, 
health, and welfare environments for mothers 
and children. The declaration states the necessity 
of the prevention and early detection of abuse.

Meanwhile, according to statistics from the  
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW),  
child consultation centers nationwide responded  
to 66,807 consultations about child abuse in fiscal  
2011, up 11.5% year on year; and the reality is 
that the number is nearly 2.8 times more than 10 
years ago.

Additionally, a fiscal 2008 report on deaths 
from child abuse compiled by an expert com­
mittee at the MHLW points out the increasingly 
younger age of abused children, especially the 
high ratio of abuse deaths among babies under 
the age of one and babies less than a day old.

The JMA thinks that the early involvement 
of medical institutions is necessary as a way  
of supporting women from the early months of 
pregnancy, in order to improve the current situ­
ation in which newborns and infants who cannot 
even call for help are robbed of their lives by 
their birth mothers and others close to them. 
Accordingly, the JMA has been co-sponsoring  
Child Support Forums four times a year together  
with local medical associations and the SBI  
Children’s Hope Foundation since fiscal 2011 in 
an effort to spread and increase awareness of 
such responses.

*1	 Executive Board Member, Japan Medical Association, Tokyo, Japan (jmaintl@po.med.or.jp).
This article is based on a presentation made at the Symposium “Be Human Stop Child Abuse” held at the 28th CMAAO General Assembly and 
49th Council Meeting, New Delhi, India, on September 13, 2013.
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