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Special Feature: The 28th CMAAO General Assembly & 49th Council Meeting

Symposium “Be Human Stop Child Abuse”

Since South Korea ratified the U.N. Convention 
on the Rights of the Child in 1991, Korean  
government has enacted laws to protect children  
from all kinds of abuse. However, recently child 
abuse has been becoming an important social 
 issue nation-wide after a series of physical and  
sexual abuse incidents became known. Still, there  
is controversy over the definition of child abuse,  
given the differences between eastern and western  
culture.

The current statistics in 2012 showed that a 
total of 8,979 cases of child abuse were reported 
last year. Eighty-seven percent of child abuse 
 occurred in the home, 84% of abusers were the 
child’s parents, and 41% happened every day. 
Multiple abuses accounted for 47%, followed  
by negligence (27%), emotional abuse (15%), 
physical abuse (7%) and sexual abuse (4%).  
The reports of child abuse have been increasing 
every year. Some causes are thought to be a rise 
in weak family structures resulting from divorce, 
remarriage, and poverty-stricken households.

Because there are still a lot of cases that are 

hidden, there should be more effort put forth in 
getting better results regarding prevention, early  
detection, and in setting up well-managed report-
ing systems of child abuse. First, citizens and the 
community should all pay attention to neglected  
children and report abuse in their neighborhoods.  
This can be done through an educational campaign.  
Second, inadequate reporting systems should be 
revised by setting up a mandatory section on 
EMR so that all doctors can record suspicious 
cases which will then be reported to the child 
protective center automatically. Third, the legal 
limits in restricting parental rights and the mon-
itoring system of high-risk families should be  
strengthened. Lastly, there must be more facilities  
to provide care and shelter for the victims. With 
the enactment of these initiatives society overall 
can be made better. This will result in the pro-
tection of children, and their rights as human 
 beings, against all forms of violence. It is the  
most important investment we can make for  
the upcoming generations, and the future of all 
throughout the world.

*1 Department of Family Medicine, Yonsei University, Severance Hospital; Communication Director of JDN, WMA; Member, Executive Committee  
of International Affairs, Korean Medical Association, Seoul, Korea (intl@kma.org).
This article is based on a presentation made at the Symposium “Be Human Stop Child Abuse” held at the 28th CMAAO General Assembly and 
49th Council Meeting, New Delhi, India, on September 13, 2013.
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