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Child Abuse in Korea

Hyun-Young Deborah SHIN™!

Since South Korea ratified the U.N. Convention
on the Rights of the Child in 1991, Korean
government has enacted laws to protect children
from all kinds of abuse. However, recently child
abuse has been becoming an important social
issue nation-wide after a series of physical and
sexual abuse incidents became known. Still, there
is controversy over the definition of child abuse,
given the differences between eastern and western
culture.

The current statistics in 2012 showed that a
total of 8,979 cases of child abuse were reported
last year. Eighty-seven percent of child abuse
occurred in the home, 84% of abusers were the
child’s parents, and 41% happened every day.
Multiple abuses accounted for 47%, followed
by negligence (27%), emotional abuse (15%),
physical abuse (7%) and sexual abuse (4%).
The reports of child abuse have been increasing
every year. Some causes are thought to be a rise
in weak family structures resulting from divorce,
remarriage, and poverty-stricken households.

Because there are still a lot of cases that are

hidden, there should be more effort put forth in
getting better results regarding prevention, early
detection, and in setting up well-managed report-
ing systems of child abuse. First, citizens and the
community should all pay attention to neglected
children and report abuse in their neighborhoods.
This can be done through an educational campaign.
Second, inadequate reporting systems should be
revised by setting up a mandatory section on
EMR so that all doctors can record suspicious
cases which will then be reported to the child
protective center automatically. Third, the legal
limits in restricting parental rights and the mon-
itoring system of high-risk families should be
strengthened. Lastly, there must be more facilities
to provide care and shelter for the victims. With
the enactment of these initiatives society overall
can be made better. This will result in the pro-
tection of children, and their rights as human
beings, against all forms of violence. It is the
most important investment we can make for
the upcoming generations, and the future of all
throughout the world.

Child Abuse
ﬁ_ in Korea

Hyun-Young Deborah Shin
Department of Family Medicine
Yonsei University, Severance Hospital
Member, Executive Committee of International Affairs, KMA
Comnrnication Director of JON, WMA

Overview

* Case Reports

* The Statistics

* Current System

* Efforts and Activities

* Changes

318

*1 Department of Family Medicine, Yonsei University, Severance Hospital; Communication Director of JDN, WMA; Member, Executive Committee
of International Affairs, Korean Medical Association, Seoul, Korea (intl@kma.org).
This article is based on a presentation made at the Symposium “Be Human Stop Child Abuse” held at the 28th CMAAO General Assembly and

49th Council Meeting, New Delhi, India, on September 13, 2013.

JMAJ, September/October 2013—Vol.56, No.5



CHILD ABUSE IN KOREA

j 4‘ <l \ ¢
L Ca hysica

—
—1-. ’P ~ bu_fe‘ %'%ath.:*"

Case Reports

* In 2011, a father beat his three-year-old son to
death and dumped the body in a garbage site

+ The neighbors said they heard the boy crying
almost every day because of the father’s violence.

* If they had reported it to the police, the boy may
not have died.

Awareness

o

Case 2: Sexual Violence Case 3: Sexual Violence

* In 2005 an 11-year-old girl was murdered.
* The man murdered the gitl after he attempted
to rape her but failed.

* In 2008 a man choked and raped an 8-year-old girl

* The rape was so severe that the victim’s internal
organs were exposed externally

* The man had previously served time in prison
for sexual molestation

Recurrence Prevention
Case 4: Child Abuse on Disabled Children Why is child abuse
A * In 2005 a large scale system of prevention important?
v -q sexual, physical and mental
/ abuse was discovered at a
school for students with + Human Beings

hearing impairment

* Based on a true story, the * Violence Cycle
movie “Silenced” shed new
light on the case

U
e

* Huge Economical Impacts

| Dogani Law
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Economic impact Study (September 2007)

Prevent Child Abuse America
Chicago, Hlinois

Total Estimated Cost of
Child Abuse and Neglect in the United States
Ching-Tung Wang, Ph.D. and John Helton, Ph.D.

Total Annual $33,101,302,133 Hospitalization
Direct Cost Mental health care
Child welfare service
Law enforcement

QIR VT $70,652,715,359 Special education

Indirect Cost Lost productivity to society
Mential health and Health care
Juvenile delinquency

Adult criminal justice system

The Statistics
Child Abuse in Korea
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Gender of Victim
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Child abuse increases ...,

Child abuse cases inoreased by 79 percent ise i
onvyaar in 2012, with more than 80 percant Rise in
«commired by parents at home,
ACCOrding 10 a survey by

the Ministry of Mealth and Weltare,

* weak family
structures

poverty-stricken
households

Otondors:
Parents: 83.8%

— =
‘Scaicce: Ministry of Hoalth and Wellacs.

MMM%

Female
43.4%

Gender of Abuser

Age of Abuser

Parents
B84.6%

Relation between
Abuser and Victim

JMAJ, September/October 2013—Vol.56, No.5




CHILD ABUSE IN KOREA

Isolation
29.0%

g
Monitoring

77.8%

Negligence
26.8%

Types of Abuse Types of Abuse Initial action of victims Actions to Abuser

Current System

= observation
= prosecution
W isolation

= unable to follow-up

Physicel sbuse Mantsl sbuse Saxusl sbuse

Final actions to abuser according to the type of abuse

His tory Nationwide Reporting System

Cal 129 iwithout regional code) wharever you are in the country.

+ 1981  Korean Child Welfare Act 1577-1391
24 hour Hotline in T e
« 1989  Korea Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect the Child Protection Agency v 2 Hadch: Wkt ./ Cartar

= 1991 Ratification of the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
* 1998  Child Abuse Neglect Prevention Act

= 2000  The first Revision of Korean Child Welfare Act

= 2011 The second Revision of Korean Child Welfare Act

« 2013 Expansion of Child protection centers in Korea
: 17 centers in 2000 = 47 centers in 2013
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ChxIdFund.

International

Organizations ¢

-
e 0 yighbo 1 & Y
~ Lilo 1t

Public Ministry of Health and Welfare

ild protection center for sexual abuse

Private Jne- porting center

yeiation for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect
search center of child abuse)

ChildFund Korea (Group Homes)

Call Center : 1577-1391, 129, 112, 119

I Emergency case ] [ Suspected case ] [ Normal ]

@ (o) @

[ Pnle.nlinl ]

| .
( cnigabuse | [ Normal ]

[ Education and Monitoring ] [ Education and Prevention ]

[ 1
I Isolation (within 3 days) ] [ Family Protection ]

[ Appropriate action

[ Counseling l [ Isolation l [ Medical
T

|
|
| Follow-up

=

Closing
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Efforts and Activities
. )

Korea Children
Assembly

Prevention Day
of Child Abuse

Fowna

9?:‘\%5!21_@ ,‘,&‘
‘pratection et
KMA’s efforts
[ tEuaa anas g ey .
SSueo sy r: ‘,‘W

« » Cooperation with
] child protection agency
& since 2003

* Hospital-based child

- WW_E protection team
9] o
ﬁﬂ?ﬁi.. | O = 87, o
@ * Guidelines and Manuals
Qoo Em

Manuals for child abuse and sexual abuse

KMA’s efforts

* 24 hour hotline call center
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* Training for the experts

« Collaboration with
Korean Bar Association
for amendment of law
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* In 2011, a father beat his three-year-old son to

The Changes death and dumped the body in a garbage site

+ The neighbors said they heard the boy crying
almost every day because of the father’s violence.

* If they had reported it to the police, the boy may
not have died.

Awareness

~3

_ﬁampaigns

-

Case 2 & 3: Sexual Violence of students

= In 2005 an 11-year-old girl was murdered.
*  The man murdered the girl after he attempted to rape her but failed.
*  The man had previously served time in prison for sexual molestation

Recurrence

+ In 2008 a man choked and raped an 8-year-old girl
* The rape was so severe that the victim’s internal organs were exposed
externally

Prevention

) i “Dogani Law”

*  Currently the law requires brutal sex offenders to wear : Called * The Cracible” in English
a GPS enabled electronic anklet and the disclosing of
personal criminal information.

The National Assembly passed
“Dogani Law”

* Prison terms for those raping the
disabled or young children will
increase, up to life imprisonment

+ All teachers and doctors with a history
of sexual assault are restricted from
working in their profession for 10
years

Electronic anklet with GPS http://www.sexoffender.go.kr/
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But still...

Social-Cultural barriers

Traditional thoughts

+ Confucianism

* Familism and Paternalism

* Sarangeei mae (whip of love)

Child Protection Law

+ Expansion of family court intervention

* Clear guidelines and criteria of child abuse.

+ Independent legislation of child abuse and juvenile
justice systems

Summary

The number of child abuse reports has been increasing
Most abuse cases are committed by parents at home.

The rate of isolation and prosecution is too low
and most victims are sent back to their own family.

The current law, public awareness, and the independent
legislation should be promoted more vigorously.
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