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Special Feature: The 28th CMAAO General Assembly & 49th Council Meeting

Symposium “Be Human Stop Child Abuse”

Status of International Instruments

Singapore ratified the United Nations Convention  
on the Rights of the Child in 1995. Singapore is  
also a contracting state of the Hague Convention  
on the Civil Aspects of International Child 
 Abduction. However, it has not ratified the  
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the  
Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child  
Prostitution and Child Pornography yet.

Local Legislation

The Children and Young Persons Act provides the  
legal basis for the protection and intervention by  
relevant authorities if a child (below the age of 
14) or young person (from 14 years to below 16 
years of age) is found to be abused or neglected.  
Child abuse includes: physical abuse, sexual abuse,  
emotional abuse and psychological abuse.

For example, under this Act, all Children and 
Young Persons’ Homes must be licensed. This is 
to enhance the welfare, care and protection of 
children and young persons in residential care. 
The relevant authorities will ensure that these  
Homes provide these children with safe and 
conducive living environments, and also that  
there are proper care plans in place to meet their  
long term needs.

Reporting of Suspected Child Abuse

The police and Ministry of Social and Family 
 Development will investigate and intervene to 
prevent further harm to abused children. They  
will also provide professional assistance to abused  
children and their families. KK Women’s and  
Children’s Hospital (KKH) and National Univer-
sity Hospital (NUH) are the hospitals designated  
for the management of child protection cases.

The Role of Doctors

In a publication titled “Responding to Child 
Abuse and Neglect,” the Ministry of Health 
(MOH) acknowledges that it is not easy to 
 diagnose child abuse. Doctors must obtain a 
 combination of evidence like medical findings, 
history obtained, injury patterns and behaviour 
of the children and their families. Appropriate  
medical and social investigations are then required  
to confirm or elaborate on the diagnosis. MOH 
therefore suggests that doctors should continue 
to upgrade their skills in recognising child abuse 
and neglect.

*1 Council Member, Singapore Medical Association, Singapore (sma@sma.org.sg).
This article is based on a presentation made at the Symposium “Be Human Stop Child Abuse” held at the 28th CMAAO General Assembly and 
49th Council Meeting, New Delhi, India, on September 13, 2013.
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