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Children are our valuable national asset. A  
progress country undoubtedly has to guarantee 
children free from violence and fear. Since year 
2000, the crude birth rate of Taiwan had fallen, 
from 41.7% in 1958 to 7.21% in 2010. However, 
news of child abuse is still often heard, one  
after another. Taiwan part in bulletin of “2010 
Country report of human rights practices” by 
United States mentioned that child abuse is still 
a common problem. A credible NGO stated that 
cases of sexual abuse is more frequent than  
the public perception, with an estimated annual 
number of 20,000 victims, but only about 3,000 
people annually reported.

Official registration data revealed that there 
is about 0.15% of child, a total number of 7,387 
victims encountered abuse at 2004, rising to 
0.40% at 2010, a total number of 18,331 victims. 
Most of the cases were physical abuse, around 
35%. About 75% of the abusers were parents. 

Most of them were 30–50 year-old male with  
educational level at junior school. The experience  
of child abuse were brought short-term or long-
term physical and mental consequences and pay 
for great medical and social costs; hence child 
abuse is not only a social phenomenon, but also 
an important public health issue.

Effective child abuse prevention strategies 
which involve different levels, different cultures,  
different standards of the problem of child abuse,  
should be conceptualized and quantified using 
statistical description of abuse in order to under-
stand the overall outlook, to identify the risk  
and protective factors of child abuse. Effective  
implementation of child protection services must  
be based on these knowledge of risk and pro-
tective factors. Regardless of what intervention, 
follow-up assessment is required to determine  
its effectiveness. 

*1 Taoyuan Psychiatry Center, Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C. (intl@tma.tw).
This article is based on a presentation made at the Symposium “Be Human Stop Child Abuse” held at the 28th CMAAO General Assembly and 
49th Council Meeting, New Delhi, India, on September 13, 2013.
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