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Conferences and Lectures
JMA Conference on Medical Information Technology

I will talk about the activities of the World Medi-
cal Association (WMA) to develop its proposed 
declaration on ethical considerations regarding 
health databases and bio-banks.

The WMA agreed to support the Icelandic 
Medical Association in its fight against an Ice-
landic Government bill to establish a central 
health database for the entire population of  
Iceland in around 1998. The WMA General  
Assembly agreed to a request that the WMA 
Secretary General should assist the Icelandic 
Medical Association in seeking to clarify with 
the Icelandic Government the incalculable ethi-
cal consequences of the data collection Bill.

The WMA General Assembly in Ottawa in 
1998 expressed its position to support Icelandic 
doctors’ strong will to fight against the Bill.  
The second slide cites the words of Dr. Torben 
Pedersen, then President of the Danish Medical 
Association who is supportive of the Icelandic 
Medical Association’s efforts (Slides 1 and 2).

Its Council Session in Santiago in 1999 also 
confirms its commitment to patient confidentiality 
which is one of the most important cores about 
this problem (Slide 4).

The WMA and WHO held a joint seminar  
in Geneva in May 2000 entitled “Ethical impli-
cations of centralized health databases.” A joint 
seminar facilitates both the exchange of infor-
mation and the future development of policy by 
the respective organizations (Slide 5).

The WMA Council Session in Divonne-les-

Bains, France in May 2000 decided on the need 
for guidelines after holding a joint seminar in 
Geneva with the World Health Organization, 
where physicians’ representatives from across 
the world expressed their concern about the 
threat to privacy of patients’ records. Dr. Anders 
Milton, the then Chair of WMA pointed that  
it is essential that to allay public concern about 
the growing development of these databases,  
internationally acceptable guidelines are drawn 
up to govern their use. And any guidelines must 
address the issues of privacy, consent, individual 
access and accountability (Slides 6 and 7).

The WMA General Assembly in Washington 
2002 adopted a statement on ethical considera-
tions regarding health databases. The first revision 
was discussed in the Council Session in Plague 
in 2012 with the Icelandic Medical Association 
as a rapporteur. This action was succeeded  
in Bangkok in the same year where a working 
group was established to develop a proposed  
revision of this document (Slides 8 and 9).

In 2013, the WMA General Assembly in  
Fortaleza, Dr. Snædal noted that there were  
several options for defining the scope of the 
WMA work in this area. The WG Chair made a 
motion requesting that the WG be instructed to 
continue its work on the broad concept of health 
databases. The motion was approved (Slide 10).

This year three doctors from the US, Korea 
and Iceland were invited by the Japan Medical 
Association to its conference on medical infor-
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mation technology on February 9 and delivered 
a presentation, “Big Data/Analytics and the US 
Healthcare System: Big Opportunity, Big Respon-
sibility” by Dr. Robert Wah from the AMA, 
“ICT and Healthcare in Korea, Present and Per-
spectives” by Dr. Dong Chun Shin from Korea 
and “Centralized Health Databases Lessons 
from Iceland” by Dr. Jon Snædal from Iceland 
(Slide 11).

The WMA also held a WG meeting in Rey-
kjavik in March 2014 to more closely discuss  
this topic (Slide 12).

These efforts will be succeeded to the WMA 
Council Session which will be held in Tokyo in 
April of this year. We will expect further devel-
opment of the discussion there toward the adop-
tion of this document in its general assembly in 
Durban in the coming October (Slide 13).
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