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Special Feature: The 29th CMAAO General Assembly & 50th Council Meeting

Country Report

THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF THAILAND*1

Ronnachai KONGSAKON1

*1 This article is base on a presentation made as the Report of Activities by each NMA at the 29th CMAAO General Assembly and 50th 
Council Meeting, Manila, the Philippines, on September 24-26, 2014.

1 Chairman of Ethics, The Medical Association of Thailand, Bangkok, Thailand (math@loxinfo.co.th).

The Medical Association of Thailand (MAT) 
Under Royal Patronage has the new executive 
com mittee 2014-2015:
President:
 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Prasert Sarnvivad
President Elect:
 Prof. Dr. Saranatra Waikakul
Vice-President:
 Prof. Dr. Teerachai  Chantrarojanasiri
Secretary General:
 Prof. Dr. Ronnachai  Kongsakon
Chief Executive Officer:
 Prof. Dr. Somsri Pausawasdi

The 2013-14 Thai political crisis was a period of 
political instability in Thailand. Anti-government 
protests took place between November 2013 and 
May 2014. On 22 May 2014, the army formally 
staged a coup against the caretaker government 
and formed a junta called National Peace and 
Order Maintaining Council (NPOMC) to govern 
the country. On 21 August 2014 army chief Gen-
eral Prayuth Chan-ocha was appointed prime 
minister by a legislature he had handpicked.

MAT still have so many activities under the 
political crisis within Thailand and internationally.
Within the association
• Outreaching Programme on the Medical Ethics 

for the medical students and newly graduates 
in several faculties.

• On 17-20 September 2013: Leadership and Nego-
tiation Skill Training Course: Sampran. Thailand

• On 10-13 October 2013: Midyear MAT Scien-
tific Meeting at Khonkaen, Thailand

• Organizing the MAT AGM on February 8, 2014
• Develop 3 regional MAT (New policy of MAT)
At the National level
• Preparing for the coming ASEAN Economic 

Community (AEC) in 2015 concerning Health 
care Provision

• Moving medical services to a pay for perfor-

mance system for doctors
• Increasing the health warning sign on cigarette 

packaging to 85%
• Cover Dance Anti Smoking Campaign on June 

8, 2013
• NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR TOBACCO 

FREE THAILAND (NATFT) on Oct 2, 2013
At the Regional Level
• Visited and Attended the National Medical 

 Association Conferences
· On January 22-24, 2013 Myanmar Medical 

 Association
· On January 26-28, 2013 Chinese Medical 

 Association
· Visited Wu Han University in China on 

March 21-24, 2013
· MASEAN Midterm Meeting in Halong Bay, 

Vietnam on April 25-26, 2013
· Australian Medical Association National 

Conference, Sydney, 24-26 May 2013
· 16th MASEAN Conference, Singapore, 9-11 

May 2014
At the Global Level
• Attended and Chaired the Revision of Decla-

ration of Helsinki in Tokyo 27 February-2 
March, 2013

• Attended the 194th WMA Council Meeting in 
Bali, Indonesia on April 2-7, 2013

• Attended the WMA Leadership Course at the 
INSEAD Institute in Singapore 28 April-3 May 
2014

• Attended American Medical Association An-
nual Meeting in Chicago on June 7-11, 2014

Future Programmes
• WMA GA at Durban, South Africa, October 

6-11, 2014
• Scientific Meeting of the MAT, October 24-26, 

2014
• Declaration of Helzinki Celebration, Novem-

ber 11, 2014
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