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World Health Day was celebrated on 7 April 

2015, with World Health Organization (WHO) 

highlighting the challenges and opportunities 

associated with food safety under the slogan 

“From farm to plate, make food safe.” As the 

WHO puts it so succinctly—food safety is a 

shared responsibility. Like any other country, 

food safety is highly concerned in Taiwan. By 

collecting the information of different stages of 

the food chain and following the from-farm-to-

table principle, it allows Taiwan Food and Drug 

Administration (TFDA) to have a better under-

standing of the food chain as the quality and 

safety of food depend on the efforts of everyone 

involved in the complex chain of food produc-

tion, processing, transport, preparation and 

consumption.

TFDA manages food safety in the following 

aspects. First, optimize food safety laws and reg-

ulation. The latest amendment was published on 

4 February 2015, some key points including the 

establishment of a dedicated interagency food 

safety commission, strengthened management 

measures on food industries and increased fi nes 

and criminal charges. Second, enforce source 

management. Certain designated products need 

to make a registration before putting on the 

market, such as food additive, special dietary 

food for people having certain disease. Further-

more, promote food safety global cooperation, 

enhance supervision and control over food prod-

ucts from farm to table, reinforce ability of risk 

assessment, and enhance consumer protection 

and risk communication.

For rapid exchange information, we establish 

Taiwan international food safety authority net-

work (TIFSAN) to combine and handle all the 

food safety information from pre-market control, 

international incidents, border control, post-

market control and information from business or 

consumer. We hope we will be able to connect 

with other food safety information rapid alert 

systems in the world. Considering the food safety 

management is more complex these days, our 

challenges and focus would be the emerging 

food safety issues, gaps between the manage-

ment and general public’s expectation, increas-

ing amount of imported food, the need of 

capacity building, and short of resources. Mean-

while, our prospects is to establish an integrated, 

accountable and science-based regulatory system 

to ensure safety and quality of food products, 

and also build up the offi cial communication and 

collaboration channel with relevant international 

agencies.
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Special Feature: Th e 30th CMAAO General Assembly & 51st Council Meeting

Symposium “Ensuring Food Safety: An Important Challenge Today”

[Taiwan]

*1 This article is based on a presentation made at the Symposium “Ensuring Food Safety: An Important Challenge Today” held at the 30th 

CMAAO General Assembly and 51st Council Meeting, Yangon, Myanmar, on September 23-25, 2015.
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